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The January Meet will be in Sewell, NJ

Glyn Thomas, Superintendent

The end of 2025 was a busy time for model
railroaders in the Division. Fall kicked off with the
Philly Express regional convention at King of
Prussia. I attended and was impressed with the
quality and breath of activities available to
attendees. It was also great to meet up with many
friends across the region. Congratulations to the
Philadelphia Division and their convention
committee, especially Rob Hinkle.

In November, we were west of the Delaware River
again with the Philadelphia Division’s Wilmington
joint meet. NJ Division had a good turnout of 17
attendees. Joe Walters was as entertaining as ever
with his description of how to build a Schnabel car -
the biggest freight car ever to run on railroads and
a huge challenge to model. His model won first
prize in the contest at the convention. I also
presented my research on modeling Central
Railroad of New Jersey zinc cars. The day ended
with a tour of several great layouts in the area.

On January 17t, we will host the Philadelphia
Division at the Deptford Senior Center-PLEASE
NOTE CORRECTED VENUE AND ADDRESS IN
THIS EDITION’S SCHEDULE. As clinics, we'll
have Fred Willi's on Early British Steam
Locomotives (1804-1829) [promise I didn’t put him
up to this despite my British background!]
Philadelphia will provide the second clinician.

I hope that everyone is marking their calendars
for various Division and other model railroad

events in 2026. See the next page for a detailed
calendar. On March 15t, we return to Switlik Park
for our popular ‘works in progress’ meet. We've
already got a good range of fascinating sessions
lined up for this, but there’s space for more if
there’s something you’d like to present.

It’s worth noting that this is the alternate year
when the Railroad Prototype Modelers event
returns to Malvern, PA on March 19tr-21st, This 1s
consistently one of my favorite model railroad
events and is worth the entry price for access to the
specialist vendors alone. If you can make it for
Friday, sign up for operating sessions on some of
the best operating layouts in the region.

The 2026 Mid-Eastern Region convention is in
Norfolk VA on October 19th-21st, This will be out of
day-travel range for most Division members, so
start making your plans now.

Next Division Meet

Saturday January 17, 2026
9 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Deptford Twp Senior Center
1341 Tanyard Road,
Sewell, NJ, NJ 08080
Model Display
Special Layout Picture
Clinics
Early British Steam Locomotives
By Fred Willis
Table Top Module Survey
and Overview
By Mike Dettinger
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NJD Information Page

NJ Division Area
Hobby Shops

January Division Meet
Saturday January 17, 2026
Deptford Twp Senior Center
1341 Tanyard Road
Sewell, NJ 08080

Next Board Meeting
Will be a Zoom
Saturday February 14, 2026
Strictly Zoom-10 a.m. to 12 noon.
Please let us know if you plan to attend

March Meet, Switlik Park
Saturday March 14, 2026
Fisher Place, Yardville, NJ 08620

Joint May Meet with
Garden State Division
Saturday May 16,2026

At Camp Evens/InfoAge Museum
2201 Marconi Rd, Wall Twp NJ 07719

* RAK Hobbies & Crafts
706 N. Whitehorse Pike,
Magnolia, N] 08049
(856) 435-7645
www.AAAHobbiesandCrafts.com

* sattler’s Hobby Shop
14 Haddon Ave.
Westmont, NJ 08108
(856) 854-7136

* The Train Room Online Store
www.thetrainroomN].com
e-mail thetrainroomnj@msn.com

* Yankee Dabbler - Track 33
101 W. Kings Hwy, Bellmawr, NJ
08031

* Offers discount to NMIRA members.
Must show Current Membership Card

Visit us at https://njdivnmra.org and join us on
Groups at hitps://groups.io/g/NJDivNMRA

IMPORTANT NOTE: Scam emails have been reported
requesting money for a division or charitable
purposes. No one from the New Jersey Division will ever re-
quest money for gift cards or any other type of funds. These
emails are completely fraudulent and should be ignored. If
you're not sure, DO NOT REPLY to the email in question. Con-
tact the official Director using “Contact Us” link as listed on the
New Jersey Division website

NJ Division Tentative
Summer Meet
August 15 or 22, 2026
Switlik Park, Yardville, NJ

MER Regional Convention

“Tracks to Tidewater”
October 15-18, 2026
Virginia Beach, VA

Registration opens Spring 2026

Membership Information
Any NMRA member who lives within
the boundaries of the Division as
defined by the NMRA is considered to
be a Division member.

NJ Division Annual Activity Fee:
$15.00 (optional and includes 5 meets)
or individual meets $5 at the door.
First time guests, no charge!

National Model Railroad
Association P.O. Box 1328
Soddy Daisy TN 37384-1328

Www.nmra.oxrg
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Happy New Year! I hope that all Divi-
sion members see clear signals for the track
into 2026. Our Secretary, Joseph Zebrowski,

and Editor, Fritz Plenefisch have requested
to be relieved of their duties at the end of
the season. They will both be sorely missed.
Jack Menaker’s position will also be up for
election, and it’s currently unclear whether
he will run for another term.

Next summer will be a time of change.
Steve Woodward, who many will know from
operating sessions, has offered to take over
the Editor role to replace Fritz as a nominat-
ed Board member. We actively welcome
members who want to get involved in the
Board, so contact me or another Board mem-
ber if you'd like to be considered. There will
be a few Board meetings in the first half of
2026, and members can join as observers to
see how it functions.

In further Board news, I recently handed
over the AP Chair position to Chris Conaway.
When I took on the Superintendent position
back in the Fall, I didn’t really know what I
was letting myself in for. Hardly a day pass-
es without the role requiring some attention
and I have concluded that it will be difficult
to fill both roles effectively. Fortunately, in

View From the Cab

Glyn Thomas, Superintendent

Chris we have a ready-made Master Model
Railroader who is willing to step into the
position. He 1s an excellent modeler and
achieved his MMR designation back in 2022.
Chris has been participating in AP judging
for the last few years, so he’s ideally quali-
fied to take over and progress this position.
The AP Chair position is a nominated Board
seat to ensure continuity through Board
changes.

We've decided to start the New Year with
a member engagement initiative, using a
template proposed by Rick Stoneking. Many
of you will know Rick in his role as Secre-
tary of the Mid-Eastern Division, and he’s
looking to become much more engaged at the
Division level. Rick has many contacts in the
broader New dJersey modeling community
and has some exciting ideas around mem-
bership and retention. He will work with
Geert Marien and other Board members in a
sub-committee to progress these ideas.

I'm happy to discuss any of these develop-
ments with members at the forthcoming Di-
vision meet, or via phone. Exciting times!

AP Program Update:
This is my last update before handing over
the mantle to Chris Conaway.

At the Wilmington meet, I presented Tim
Palmer with a temporary -certificate for
achieving his AP Dispatcher. I wasn’t plan-
ning to hand out certificates at a Philly Divi-
sion meet, but Tim i1s constrained at week-
ends and wasn’t sure he’d make the January
meet.

In January, we will be handing out certifi-
cates to Bill Howard (AP Civil), Bob Hans
(AP Scenery), and Rick Stoneking (AP Asso-
ciation Official).

Congratulations to all the recent winners.

I'm often asked about changes to the AP
rules. These are coordinated at the regional
and national level with input from the divi-
sions and take a long time to run through
the process. There were some recent good
proposals for review (especially regarding
volunteer points) and I hope we’ll be able to
publicize some of these changes soon.

While we’ve had some opportunities to do
assessments in the last few months, there is
still capacity to do more. Remember, the
Golden Spike is an easy entry certificate and
gives the assessors a chance to review your
layout for other potential areas where you
may get certificates. Please contact Chrigigm]
me if you'd like to have an assessment.
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Model Contests and Displays
Jack Menaker

Scheduled Meet

Display Table Topic Special Notes

January 2027

January 2026

Picture of something special on
your layout

March 2026

Kit Bash/Scratch Built Display Only

May 2026

Railroad Related Scene Built in a Mayonnaise
Jar Lid-2” dia x .34”

September 2026

November 2026

The model that gets the most votes for the topic will get, a Framed Certificate and a Voucher to cover our

yearly fee. When you come to the meet remember to vote for Best in Show.

Mike Dettinger’s Mini -Layout is designed for Blue
Rail Control. The little octagonal Crossing Keepers hut
is a kit designed by Glyn Thomas for the

Philly Regional Convention 'Built with an MMR'.
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Division Sales Tables
By Mike Prokop

You have many choices out there where to buy
your model trains. Good deals abound in many
online friends at maybe Train World, Trainz,
Model Train Stuff, Broadway Limited, etc.

But attend one of our division meets or sister
meets, and bring plenty of cash, because you
won’t find bargains and super discounted
model train items like you will in those
traditional places mentioned above.

I've been a member of the New Jersey
Division since 1993. That’s about thirty-two
years, During that time I have supplied my
model railroad, the New Jersey and Western
RR, with numerous model train items, really
cheap, in fact many so cheap from the coffers of
finding and buying them at division swap and
sales tables, sometimes so cheap it’s utterly
laughable! Surprisingly, it’s been consistent
over that timeframe.

You know the old saying from a famous song,
“You don’t always get what you want but, you
get what you need”. Meaning, you must shop
around on these tables because you never know
what might be there that you either need and
have been looking for. You might see something
that motivates you to purchase some items to
use on your railroad that you never thought
you would use or want while traveling to the
meet that morning. So, you can’t find that

stunning new diesel you've been looking for
but, you found for cheap (and you know all
model railroaders are cheap plenty of very
inexpensive boxcars weathered, metal wheels
and Kadee couplers painted in your era for
bargain prices. Someone is always downsizing
their railroad or an estate sale shows up and is
practically giving stuff away. Go shopping!

Now on the other hand, my guess is that you
have plenty of unused, unwanted or excess
model items under your layout you’ll never use.
Of course, these are things perhaps too
valuable to dump on the “Free Table”, but
that’s another story. So, consider requesting a
sales table at a future division meet, price your
items right with room to negotiate, and sell off
your unwanted wears to a fellow modeler
looking for just what you had hiding in your
stash in your train room. It'll be fun, exciting
and fulfilling to participate in this division
activity which all your fellow modelers will be
very joyous about.

Contact the division superintendent to
reserve a table or two and your all set. We only
ask in return that you donate a small item to
the door prize table, one you wouldn’t mind
winning yourself, to commence the fun!
Thanks, and good hunting and selling!
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My Top 10 favorite Trains (IModel or Otherwise) YouTubeChannels
and why I love to watch them!

YouTube... that great font of knowledge, the
archive of the total of human achievement,
and never-ending source of entertainment
and horror. If you are like me, you spend a
fair amount of time perusing YouTube vide-
os related to model railroading, prototype
railroading, or rail fanning. And, if you are
like me, you have a long list of channels you
subscribe to and anxiously await each new
offering from your favorite creators. I
thought I would share some of my favorite
YouTube channels and try to explain why I
like them. Some of them are a source of true
inspiration and useful instruction regarding
modeling, whether it be structure building,
track planning, scenery, or operating your
pike. Others provide information related to
the prototype railroads, from fallen flags to
modern railroads, or general information
like how to fire up a steam locomotive from a
cold start. And then there are those I watch
just because they make me laugh (in a good
way). I have left out channels run by organi-
zations or manufacturers (with one excep-
tion here) and stuck to those channels I find
Instructional as related to modeling or proto-
type railroading, and those that are just fun.
So, with that said here is the list of my top
10 favorite YouTube Channels listed in al-
phabetical order by channel name.

By Rick Stoneking

AJS Railway (AKA DruSteel69)
(https://[www.youtube.com/@DruSteel69)
This channel is hosted by Drew and falls
into the category of just fun to watch.
Drew models in N scale and he shows
how he manages to scratch build some
interesting N scale items. He has created
a variety of stop motion animations, live
action videos with a micro drone, Bat-
man battling General Star’ax from outer
space, and many other videos. I always
watch his videos as soon as YouTube no-
tifies me that one has been released.
Check it out if you just want a chuckle.

Ccrx 6700 That’s Railroading’ (https://
www.youtube.com/@ccrx6700)

Welcome to the Cumberland Mine Rail-
road (CCRX). our host, Dave, is the track
maintenance guy for the railroad and he
takes you along with him as he deals
with all kinds of track maintenance is-
sues, and does a great job of teaching you
stuff along the way, from fire snakes to
driving spikes the old fashioned way,
from coal hopper repair to diesel engine
work. His laugh is infectious, and enthu-
siasm is unbound. His slogan at the be-
ginning of every video is “That’s Rail-
roading’ Where we bring the Railroad to
you, and love doing it!” Peruse through
his playlist and see what you find, you

will not be disappointed.

FOS Scale Models (https://

www.youtube.com/@FosScaleModels)
This is the exception to the no manufacturer
run YouTube channels. Doug Foscale owns
and run FOS Scale Models, but this channel
has very little of what I would call
‘marketing’ videos. Primarily the videos on
this channel are of Doug showing you his
work on his model railroad. Doug is a talent-
ed modeler, and I always learn something
from his videos, whether it is a modeling
technique, a different way of approaching a
scene that you want to model, or thinking
about things I would not of thought of. I
highly recommend Doug’s channel.

Hyce (https://www.youtube.com@Hyce777)
Hyce (I do not know his real name) is very
active with the Colorado Railroad Museum
and their preservation activities, and he
makes great use of the facilities at the muse-
um to create interesting and informative
content. He works in the railroading indus-
try as a signal engineer of some kind, runs
the steam locomotives at the museum, and
has a very broad knowledge of all things
railroad. If the statement in the opening
paragraph of this article about how to bring
a steam locomotive up from a cold start
piqued your interest, Hyce is the channel to
visit to find out
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Jason Jensen Trains (https:// track, electrical, scenery is done once the to be very entertaining, I always watch them

www.youtube.com/@JasondensenTrains)
Jason 1is a professional artist, and it shows
in all of his modeling. He does amazing
things when it comes to combining multiple
wood Kkits into a larger, totally unique struc-
ture. I am always fascinated by (and ex-
tremely jealous of - if I am honest) the draw-
ings he does of what he wants the finished
model to look like. What I would give for ar-
tistic talent like that. Jason does have a very
specific style of modeling, with pretty much
every building being run down and dilapi-
dated with boards popping up and paint
peeling off the walls, but all of the infor-
mation he provides is useful in general to
modeling, and I really enjoy his videos.

Marklin of Sweden (https://
www.youtube.com/@marklinofsweden)
This is the first of two non-US channels on
my list. It is hosted by Martin, and he al-
ways creates interesting content, from creat-
ing ocean waves and waterfalls with toilet
tissue paper to 3D printing models and cre-
ating beautiful scenery. His videos are gen-
erally short and great to watch when you
are waiting for glue to dry.

Mpterll (https://www.youtube.com/
@mpeterll)
This unusual channel name comes from the
name of the host: M. Peter Loyd Lee. Peter
is a master layout builder with a large work-
shop and all the tools and skill I wish I had.
It is fascinating to watch him design and
build a layout for his customers. Right now
(and for the last year at least) he has been
working on “The Sydney Project”, a massive
layout that once he has it built (benchwork,

layout is in place at the customer’s home) in
his large workshop, it will be crated up and
shipped to Australia for reassembly. I am
not sure why I like this channel so much
since if very clearly points out what a hack I
am at layout building.

SMT Mainline (https:/www.youtube.com/

as soon as they show up on my feed. He is
probably not everyone’s cup of tea, but if you
check out his channel you may find yourself
strangely addicted.

The Closet Branch
(https://www.youtube.com/
@TheClosetBranch)

@SMTMainline)

This channel was started by a young Cana-
dian boy 9 years ago and he has grown it to
have a significant following (193K subscrib-
ers as I write this). His name is Harrison,
and the SMT in SMT Mainline comes from
the original name of the channel
“Scrumptious Model Trains”. Harrison has
built a channel on ‘restoring’ (just fixing) old
locomotives from Tyco, AHM, Rivarossi, etc.
He has a collection of hundreds and hun-
dreds of them and watching him do his re-
pair work using a 200W soldering gun to at-
tach wires to an HO scale locomotive is al-
ways good for a laugh. He also creates vide-
os around layout projects such as expanding
his layout, adding scenery and structures
(he built a nice model of a large Hershey’s
Chocolate factory). I do not know what it is
about his channel, maybe it is the same phe-
nomenon as a train wreck, you just can’t
look away even though you should (which
makes me think of the time he was live
streaming running trains on his layout and
he cranked up his Acela model to full speed
and when it hit a 22” radius curve at a speed
of like 200 scale MPH it rolled off the rails
and onto the basement floor and exploded
into a bazillion pieces!). Harrison seems to
be a genuinely nice guy, and I find his videos

The Closet Branch is a small N scale shelf
layout and the host of the channel, Dats,
makes videos that I find hilarious, using fig-
ures placed and move strategically during
the video, with computer generated voice
narration telling the story of the Closet
Branch crews and their daily struggles. The
humor is low brow and there is no reason to
watch these videos other than to get a good
laugh. Visit and see what you think.
Thunder Mesa Studio (https://
www.youtube.com/@TheClosetBranch)
Thunder Mesa Studio is hosted by Dave,
who is a professional artist and, in my opin-
ion, a master model builder and scenery
maker. His preferred scale is O narrow
gauge, and he has a primary railroad, Thun-
der Mesa, and build numerous other small
railroads. His talent is incredible, his abil-
ity to explain what he is doing clearly shows
he would have been a great teacher, and his
videos are interesting, informative and en-
tertaining. I recommend you visit his chan-
nel if you are not already familiar with it,
you will not be disappointed.
My top 10 favorite YouTube channels. I hope
the list were new to you, and I encourage
you to check them out and see if you enjoy
them as much as I do! [ifigmi
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Student Class at the InfoAge Science Center

For 62 years, the trains have been the
means, not the ends, for the Garden State
Central Model Railroad Club (GSC). From
camaraderie to community outreach, the or-
ganization has always pursued multiple
tracks at once. Its home at the InfoAge Sci-
ence Center & Museums in Wall, NJ has
opened the aperture to even broader hori-
zons, from scout visits to full-fledged school
tours. Treasurer and tireless “wearer of all
hats,” Steve Lang, has been developing a
hands-on curriculum for school groups in-
spired by artifacts in GSC’s ever-expanding
museum.

A recent Saturday brought a true test for
the club’s growing educational program.
More than 50 students from a private school
in Brooklyn were due to arrive for a morning
of learning and exploration. That meant four
separate sessions for 3rd, 4th, and 5th grad-
ers—and Steve, unfortunately, would be out
of town. It was time to see whether the
GSC’s lesson plans could stand on their own.

Club Trustee and 39-year member Rob Da-
vis stepped up to lead the day. Fellow mem-
bers Walt Deitz and Ed Lavan joined in, as
did Rob’s son, a bona fide New York City
school teacher. Four men, one mission: to
bring the joy of railroads and industrial his-
tory to the next generation.

The school visits begin in GSC’s museum,
where relics of the anthracite coal and steel
mill industries set the scene, a direct tie-in

By Rob Davis

to the towering coal breakers and the iconic
Bethlehem Steel complex that come to life
on the club’s large HO layout. Exhibits also
connect to the broader communications
theme of InfoAge, including a beautifully
preserved Canadian National lineside tele-
phone—its wooden hutch still bearing in-
structions in both English and French. New
this year is a 15-foot stretch of standard
gauge track and outdoor displays right by
the entrance. Inside, multiple push-button
layouts in various scales invite hands-on dis-
covery.

Rob captivated each group with stories
about the enduring importance of railroads;
and how the steel that built New York City
and the coal that kept it warm all once ar-
rived by rail. At the end of each lesson, stu-
dents crowded around the push-button lay-
outs for a chance to bring miniature worlds
to life.

Typically, school groups don’t wvisit the
club’s large HO layout, it’s still under con-
struction and lacks protective glass and oth-
er finishing touches. But with three extra
sets of hands, the team divided the classes
into small groups of three, giving each stu-
dent a five-minute, up-close look at the lay-
out and a live DCC demonstration. Watch-
ing the kids whip out their phones to
“railfan” the scene was a heartwarming
sight for every volunteer in the room.

The first school visit without Steve at the
helm was an unqualified success. He'll be
leading future sessions, but now the GSC
has a confident backup crew ready to roll. As
the museum grows and more schools return
for repeat visits, lesson plans will continue
to evolve. After all, nothing stays static at a
club like the Garden State Central. The GSC
is always looking down the line toward the
next exciting way to share the incredible
hobby of model railroading and a passion for
history with the next generation.

Professor Davis and his science class.
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Second Section
Layouts open for viewing for the January Meet
We have five layouts open to visit at the time this TO is issued.
Maps listing them along with direction sand the time they will be open are available at the meet.
Please contact a board member if you would like host an open house for your railroad when we are close to your area.
LAYOUT #1 LAYOUT #2
The layout is my interpretation of the PRR, Philly to Johnstown. Its a 20x20 walk-in The Oak Valley HO railroad is set in Eastern Penn-
island style N scale railroad with a 4 track main and super-elevated curves on sylvania at the time of steam to diesel transition.
Spline subroadbed. Its wired for full block occupancy, Transponding, signaling The layout scenery is 100% done. The PRR inter-
and JMRI. Currently no scenery installed though the city of Philadelphia is starting changes with the Reading and Lehigh Valley on

to take shape. this layout.
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LAYOUT # 3

Small HO freelance with scenic tips of the hat to the TV sitcoms,
“The Beverly Hillbillies,” “Petticoat Junction” and “Green
Acres.” The layout features switching between 9 indusiries and
continuous running between the towns of Hooterville and Pixley.

RoTRL SHADY Y

LAYOUT # 4

Lehigh Valley RR measuring 24 x 40 feet. HO
scale RR representing the LV summer 1975
centering on the Lehigh Gorge area
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LAYOUT #5

A very large HO scale freelanced layout with
Cities and country side, Tidewater to Mountains
and capable to run five to eight trains simulta-

neously on a double track main.

New NJD Division Member
By Rick Stoneking

Richard Fernandez is one of the newest
members of the New Jersey Division, having
joined the NMRA in June of 2025. Richard
and his wife live in Egg Harbor Township.
He comes to the hobby by way of a 30 year
career with NYC Transit, 20 as a conductor
and 10 as a dispatcher, so it is no wonder he
has an interest in passenger trains and rail-
roads of the Northeast. He currently earns
his fun money by driving a school bus, but
the lure of the railroad is still strong, and he
has applied for a job at CSX. I guess it is
true what they say: “you can take the man
out of the railroad, but you can’t take the
railroad out of the man!”

He was introduced to model railroading by
a colleague at NYC Transit who invited him
over to see his trains. As Richard put it “He
had trains running everywhere”, and the
hook was set. Living in a studio apartment
in Brooklyn at the time he started working
on a three rail O scale shelf layout (he la-
mented that the walls of that apartment
were in much worse shape when he left than
when he moved in). At some point Richard
considered switching to HO scale, even buy-
ing a BLI GG1 and some passenger cars, but
in the end he decided to stay with O scale,
but did make the move from three rail to
two rail because he liked the more prototypi-
cal looking wheel flanges and couplers.

Richard retired from NYC Transit in March
of 2025 and has once again begun working on

Richard Fernandez

a layout. The railroad is a yet unnamed free-
lance railroad with influence from Northeast
railroads during the transition era. The
benchwork construction has started and
Richard has purchased some equipment and
a Digitrax Zephyr DCC system. One current
project is trying his hand at hand laying
some of his track. He considers himself still
very new to the hobby with a lot of questions
and a lot to learn. He is also very interested
in learning about model railroad operations
“good training for that CSX job if I get it!”.

Hopefully Richard will be able to attend
the January Division Meet and get a chance
to meet some of his fellow NJ Division mem-
bers. If you see him there, please go up and
introduce yourself and help welcome him to
the Division.
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